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Conſtitutional Conſiderations, Gr. 


S QuesTIons of political diſquiſition are more 
generally intereſting than any others, ſo they 
are more frequently and fully debated ; and, as 
they are often of a complicated nature, and extend 
themſelves beyond the limits of the underſtanding 
of an ordinary coffee-houſe politician, they are often 
apt, from the difficnlties which attend the diſcuſſion 
of them, to breed bad blood among many of the well- 
diſpoſed inhabitants of this great metropolis : inſomuch, 
that the propoſing of a queſtion of this nature, in company, 
ſeldom tends to any thing more than the production of a 
great number of incoherent and unconnected ſentences, 
poured forth by the orators on each fide with great ve- 
hemence and rancour, and generally ends in open quar- 
rel or ſilent diſcontent and diſlike of each other. I 
cannot, therefore, but think, when new and intereſting 
ſubjects of this nature ariſe, that it is a work of general 
B utility 
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utility to ſet them before the public in a clear light. As 
it may be the means of putting the diſputants into a me- 
thod of arguing with propriety and to the purpoſe, and 
greatly tend to the peace and good order of private ſo- 
cieties, as well as to a more general improvement of 
mankind in the policy and conſtitution of their country: 
the diſputants may then, by this means, be enabled to 
talk with ſome degree of clearneſs on the ſubject, with- 
out jumbling together arguments which have not the 
leaſt connection with each other, and confounding both. 
themſelves and their opponents in ſuch a manner, that 
an argument often drops becauſe the orators on each ſide 
have raiſed ſuch a confuſion of ideas, and involved them- 
ſelves in ſuch a fog of incongruous and unconnected 
matter, that neither party can ſee their way through 
it; and, though either of them may be hardy enough 
and defirous of continuing the combat, they are obliged 
to deſiſt; and might very well cry out, with Ajax in 
Pope's Homer, who was at that time in a ſituation very 
ſimilar to theirs, 


Give me to ſee, and Ajax alks no more.” 


As the North American affairs are at this time a new 
and very intereſting ſubject, and take up the general 
attention. of mankind, I purpoſe | to conſider them in 
the following manner: | i 


The 
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The matter in which the North Americans are ſaid te 
be aggrieved, is this: | | 


That they, 10 intitled to all the privileges of Britiſh 
ſubjects, ought not to have taxes levied upon them by 
parliament, they not being repreſented there. 


Now, in caſe. I can make it appear that, conſiſtently 
with the conſtitution and ſafety of this country, they nei 
ther can be repreſented in parliament, nor be exempted 
from the taxes impoſed by it, I imagine that I ſhall then 
do every thing that is neceſſary towards deſtroying this 
moſt extraordinary hypotheſis. And, in the ficſt place, I 
ſhall inſiſt, that, though in their charters they are ſaid to 
be intitled to al the privileges of Britiſh ſubjects, yet, in 
fact, they are not intitled to all their privileges; namely, 
they are not intitled to the privilege of being repreſented 
in parliament ;, and how their conſtitution. ſtands, in re 


ſpect to this matter, appears thus : 


That all the rights, and privileges of the Americans 
muſt ariſe either out of the Britiſh conſtitution, or out of 
their charters. Now, neither in. the Britiſh conſtitution, 
nor in their charters, is there any proviſion for their being 
repreſented i in parliament.— This privilege, therefore, they 
bave not, nor do I ſuppoſe that they pretend to claim it 
under the preſent conſtitution. What, then, have they 


to complain of? What privilege of theirs, as Britiſh ſub- 
jects, 
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je cts, is infringed ? Why, truly, taxes are levied upon 
them by parliament. Does it then follow; becauſe they 
are abridged of the privilege of being repreſented in par- 
tament, that they are, therefore, by implication, intitled 
to another privilege, and ſuch a one as no Britiſh ſubje& 
can poſſibly have any right to ?— an exemption from the 
juriſdiction of the ſupreme or governing power. Can 
they, on account of their being abridged of a privilege, 
be exempted from any duty or obedience they owe to 
the laws of their mother country; eſpecially if it ſhould 
appear, as I doubt not but I ſhall make it appear, that ſuch 
an exemption would prove fatal to, and deſtructive of, that 
mother country ? ? Can they, to exonerate themſelves from 
ſuch taxes, plead any thing but expreſs words in their 
[ charters to exempt them? This they certainly cannot; 
and if they could, it would be but a very indifferent plea, 
ſince no King could have any right to grant ſuch a charter. 
If they have, thereby, power to make laws'for their inte- 
rior policy, does that power, given to them for the pur- 

poſe of ſupporting government, and maintaining good order 
amongſt themſelves, take away from parliament the power 
of impoſing whatever "laws they ſhall think neceſſary for 
the welfare and ſafety of their mother country? If they 
are thereby ſaid to be intitled to all the privileges of Britiſh 
ſubjects, will that exempt them from paying taxes levied 
by PRO” when he moſt privileged Engliſhman j is 
- obliged 


* 


(9) 
obliged to pay them; and ſinee it Is not 4 PAGING on 
Britiſh ſubjects to de exempt from them: 


ſh - The payment of. taxes, impoſed by parliament, is 4 
duty which, ariſes to the Britiſh ſubject out of the conſti- 
tution; and the charters, ſettling the North Americans, be- 
ing filent on that head, it is a duty which neceſſarily ariſes 
to them out of the conſtitution ; and ſo does every duty 
which an inhabitant and ſubject of England is bound by, 
unleſs it is particularly excepted in the Charter, and the 
North Americans thereby exempted from it. 


Now, in anſwer to what J have ſaid, it may be al 
ledged, that though there is no particular proviſion, no 


written law, to exempt them from the payment of theſe 


taxes, yet, from the ſpirit of the conſtitution, as they 
are not repreſented in parliament, an exemption ariſes by 
implication ; becauſe it is inconſiſtent with the privileges 
of a Britiſh ſubject to "Pay xe; but with his own con- 


ſent. 


Now, in anſwer to that, I ſay, that the ſpirit of the 
conſtitution is, in a degree, confined to the iſland of Great 
Britain, and does not, and cannot operate in its full force 
in our Colonies : That it does not, appears from their hav- 
ing no right to be repreſented in parliament ; and, I ſup- 
poſe it will be allowed, that it does not, and ought not 


to. operate ſo as to exempt them from payment of taxes 
C | impoſed 


— ——— VERS 


18) 


impoſed by parliament, in caſe it ſhould be made appear 
that ſuch an exemption would prove fatal to, and deſtrue- 
tive of, their mother country : Should that appear, could 
any arguments be brought from analogy and compariſon 
between the rights and privileges of both countries, 
that would have any weight in favour of the North 
Americans? and, indeed, can any thing be more abſurd 
than to draw . compariſons between the rights and 
privileges of countries ſtanding in fuch different degrees. 
of relationſhip.to each other, as the mother-country and 
her colonies ? Does it, becauſe it would be a breach of 
Britiſh liberty, ſhould the parliament refuſe to receive 
amongſt them the repreſentatives of a county in Eng- 
land, and ſhould then levy partial and local taxes on. 
it; does it therefore follow, that the Americans, becauſe 
they are not repreſented in parliament, ought not to 
have taxes levied on them, when nothing is ſo cer- 
tain as that it is: abſolutely. neceſſary for the ſafety. and 
preſcryation of the liberties of this country, that. 
they ſhould not be repreſented in parliament ; and it is 
equally neceſſary, that the parliament ſhould. have power 
to raiſe taxes on them, whenever the neceſſities of govern- 
ment require it: and that this is the real ſituation of the: 
matter in queſtion, I do not doubt but I ſhall make 
clearly appear to every unprejudiced- nan SO _ 
following oynialerations :: ob or tro Held e 
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In reſpect to the reaſons of their precluſion from being 
repreſented in parliament, they are ſo evident, that it 
ſhould appear unneceſſary to mention them; but, how- 
ever, as it ſeems to be my bufineſs to clear away this rub- 
biſh from the crown, before I can ſet about building 
the fabrick that I have planned, I ſhall give them 
in as few words as I poſſibly can. Let us then con- 
ſider their numbers, their extent, their fituation, and 
advantages of every kind; inſomuch, that they want 


nothing, but a government properly regulated for the 
purpoſe, to become the maſters of Europe. If, therefore, 


they had their proportioned number of repreſentatives in the 
Britiſh ſenate, what a weight would they neceſſarily have 
there !—A weight which would be alone ſufficient to fink. 
this devoted country in the waves of perdition. 


I now come to the material point, and, indeed, the 
only one that ſeems left for me to prove; namely, that the 
North Americans, though not repreſented in parliament, 
cannot, without the greateſt danger to this country, and T 
might ſay, without bringing about the total ruin of it, be 
exempted from taxes impoſed by parliament : but, before I 

enter into this proof, I defire that it may be obſerved, 
that in reſpect to the queſtion- Whether the law now 
made is at this time -neceffary or unneceſſaty, politic or 
impolitic ?---F have nothing to fay to it; all that I mean, 
is to vindieate the rights of the Britiſh parliament, and to 
aſſert their power of impoſing on the colonies whatever 
taxes they ſhall think expedient and neceſſary to the ſupport 
| of. 
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1 bet the e North Amicark 5 oily, in ſome fu- 
ture time, refuſe to contribute to the expence of a war in 
proportion to their reſources, knowing that we muſt, ar 
all events, protect them, and ſupport their intereſt i 


ay powen that ſhall attack them. 
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The Britiſh parliament, therefore, on, ſuch "L contin- £ 
gency, mult have a power to levy taxes on them adequate 
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1 il be a an n aid neceflary. to their mother country; and 
what other means can it be raiſed on, a free people? 
we cannot ſend our fleets and armies tliere to put them 
der military execution; that i is not the method of treat- 
ing the ree-· born ſubjects of Britain: no: we muſt make 
a law, t Ls law will be put into the hands of the civil 
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magiſtrate, and if the execution of it is impeded by the 
tumultous and rebellious inſurrections of the people, the 
military x power will then, in a due courſe of law, be called 
in, and will act under and wah the civil magiſtrate in the 
execution ; 
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execution of it, Theſe are che onty methods of raiſing 
money on a e are s the pebileger of Brinith 
fubjecs. | 


Can it then be ſaid, that the North Americans ought to 
be exempted from taxes impoſed by the Britiſh parliament, 
becauſe they are not repreſented in that parliament ; 
when it is inconſiſtent with the ſafety of Britain that they 
ſhould either be repreſented in parliament, or be exempted 
from the taxes that may be impoſed on them by it. Could 
it be made appear that they have a right to the alternative, 
that argument in their favour would be good ; but, if it is 
made plain, as I think it is, that they have no right to either, 
the argument falls to the ground, and the North Americans, 
as ſubjects of Britain, muſt ſubmit to that ſupreme power 
which now governs, and God grant may ever govern this 
happy, this diſtinguiſhed iſland with all its appendages. 


In reſpect to the propriety of the Stamp- act, as it now 
ſands, it is not at all material to the preſent queſtion ; 
and a knowledge of the propriety or impropriety of it 
depends upon facts, which I cannot, and I believe few of 
| thoſe who talk loudeſt on the ſubje&, can make them- 
ſelves maſters of; ſince thoſe who are really acquainted 
with them do, in this as well as in every other caſe, re- 
preſent them, not according to what they really are, but 
according to what their intereſt and inclination direct 
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them. 'This conſideration, therefore, together with the 
ſteps neceſſary to be taken in conſequence of the events 
which have happened, I leave to thoſe whoſe ſituation in 
public buſineſs leads them to a more complete and 
thorough knowledge of the ſubject, and whoſe buſineſs 
it is to ſettle theſe unhappy differences. 


FINIS. 


